
For Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc., suc-
cess is not measured by the design
of its projects alone, but in the
relationships formed with its long
standing clients during and after

the design process. Steven J. Karr,
AIA Inc. focuses on solving prob-
lems, ensuring the success of each
project.  It is this approach that
has made Steven J. Karr, AIA one

of the leading architects in the
region, offering a host of architec-
tural design, land planning and
consulting construction and proj-
ect management services.
Enduring relationships, trust,

responsive design and a hands-on
approach project delivery continue
to drive Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc.
since 1984.  From his personality
and work ethic to his professional-
ism and high standards of quality,
Karr takes great pride in every-
thing about the work he does, the
clients he works with, and the

projects he delivers.
“My business is all about con-

tinued relationships,” he said.
“I’m more about developing a
relationship with a client founded
on friendship, mutual trust and
confidence.”
With a passion for creative

design, cost-effective means of
construction and knowing how to
please his clients and manage the
project delivery process, Karr
enjoys his hands-on approach to
design and construction manage-
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ment, a strategy that has earned
Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc. a solid
reputation as being one of the
metropolitan area’s finest architec-
tural firms. 
Reflecting on his 30 years of

practice Karr attributes his success
to “never having focused on a par-
ticular project type or clientele;
clients always managed to find
their way to me.  I prefer to spe-
cialize in mastering the entire
development process” said Karr.
A graduate of Cornell

University’s College of Human
Ecology in 1978 and College of
Architecture, Art and Planning in
1979, Karr stayed on with his
alma mater’s Facilities Division for
a year before he and his wife
Susan headed south in 1980,
landing in the Washington, D.C.
area where Karr worked for a
small DC-based architecture firm,
an opportunity that enabled Karr
to learn the business of architec-
ture while working toward licen-
sure.  Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc. was
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established by Karr on March 4,
1984.
Karr earned his reputation for

cost effective design early in his
professional practice and had been
awarded a number of significant
“neighborhood” retail center reno-

vation and new construction proj-
ects throughout the late 1980’s.
During these “early years”, Karr
participated in numerous
public/private partnerships with
local municipal agencies for the
revitalization of commercial prop-

erties in Montgomery County,
Prince George's County, the City
of Alexandria and the District of
Columbia.
By latter half of the 1980’s Karr

became entrenched in community
service.  After several years of vol-
untary service on the Wheaton
Architectural Review and Advisory
Committee, former Montgomery
County Executive Sidney Kramer
awarded Karr two Certificates of
Appreciation in recognition of his
contributions to the revitalization
of the Wheaton Central Business
District and for six years of service
on the Historic Preservation
Commission of Montgomery
County, where Karr chaired the
Commission from 1988-1989.
During the 1990’s Karr leader-

ship in community service contin-
ued.  In 1990 Karr was elected
President of the Wheaton-
Kensington Chamber of
Commerce and was appointed
Co-Moderator of the
Montgomery County Planning
Board's Commercial Zones
Advisory Task Force.  In 1991
Karr was elected to his first term
on the Board of Directors of
Potomac Valley Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
where he later served as the
Chapter’s President in 1995.
By the end of the 1990’s, Karr’s

firm had taken part in a number
of challenging historic preserva-
tion projects and numerous high-
profile commercial and institu-
tional projects throughout the
suburban Maryland and metro-
politan Washington DC region,
expanding the firm’s repertoire of
skills and establishing his compa-
ny as one of the most versatile,
impressive architectural firms in
the industry.
Secure in its market position,

Karr moved his company in 1999
from Wheaton to its current office
Continued on page 4
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“There isn't another architect in the world I
would want to work with more than you.”
— Jean Gaetjens, Managing Partner, Firmus
Labs, LTD
June 4, 2014

"I want to thank you for your role in the devel-
opment of our new Community Resource Center
Your extraordinary talent and dedication shows
in every detail of this facility the physical design
of the Community Resource Center, created by
you from a warehouse, is truly beyond our
expectations. 
Hundreds of community members, consumers
and CSS staff have toured the facility and
admired the innovative design, use of natural
light, arrangement of space for functional use
and choice of materials and colors.  You made
sure that our needs generated the basic design
of the building, but now the building is inspiring
ideas of activities and uses of this attractive
space thank you for making our dream a reali-
ty."
— Susan Ingram, Director Community Support
Services
January 1, 2003

“Now that I am fully settled in my new offices, I
wanted to express my appreciation for your
design of the renovation of this designated his-
toric landmark property. Your unique solution of
balconies, and interior bridge and two story
space solved my many concerns.  The vision
embodied in your design together with your abil-
ity to uniquely resolve the functional demands of
my requirements has resulted in the wonderful
and creative use of space. I commend you for
your superb work Thanks again you really do
have a unique talent.”
— David P. Bindeman, President, The
Landmark Companies
December 4, 1997

“I am writing to express our collective and sin-
cere appreciation to you for the superb job of
developing the Schematic Development Plan for
the Kimberly Gardens Family Investment

Center.  The completed design greatly surpassed
our vision of what the center would entail, both
aesthetically and configuratively.  We are very
pleased with this most artful design”
— Charlotte H. Branch, Executive Vice
President, The Genesis Group
April 10, 1997

“I appreciate your knowledgeable and careful
approach to handling the revision permit
request…the arguments were accurately and
adroitly presented in what was a potentially a no
win situation. Perhaps the drug development
business will look favorably on us and we can
plan and build other offices and laboratories as
anticipated. I look forward to an opportunity of
working with you in the future.”
— C J Reynolds, Executive Vice President,
Midlantic Bio-Research
January 4, 1997

“We congratulate you for your effort made on
our behalf this past year to satisfy the stringent
condition imposed on us by the Prince George’s
County Historic Preservation Commission. Your
understanding of the inherent complexities asso-
ciated with the stabilization of this designated
National Register resource, both in terms of the
building’s unique historical attributes and the
challenging construction methodologies
required to effect the necessary remedial work,
‘take charge’ attitude and effective communica-
tion skills, exceeded our expectations and
deserve our commendation.  In addition, the
quality of your survey documents and construc-
tion drawings, attention to detail and sensitivity
to economy reflect your commitment to our
objectives for this Project. Your professional dili-
gence and technical expertise are greatly appre-
ciated.”
— Spencer H. Brott, Vice President, Trammell
Crow NE, Inc.
February 2, 1995

“Thanks very much for assisting Friends of the
Earth with our square footage problem in rela-
tion to our move to new quarters.  It was gener-
ous of you to spend time helping me figure out
our real needs, and I feel much more confident
now about the negotiations and finances it has
always been a pleasure working with you.”
— Jane Perkins, President, Friends of the Earth
June 15, 1993

“On behalf of the Advisory Committee, I want to
commend you and your staff for the excellent
work you did on the [Labor’s Little House Child
Care Center] project. We are all pleased with the
design we also appreciated the persistence you
used with the various governmental agencies we
had to deal with. Personally, I appreciated all
the time you took, the professionalism you
showed, and flexibility you demonstrated in
working with me on this project”
— Patricia Thomas, Staff Liaison, LFSF,
Labor’s Family Services Fund
March 4, 1993

“My appreciation is extended to you once again
for the excellent job you performed.  The speed
and professionalism was superb. The final
inspections have been completed and my tenant
is extremely happy. Thanks once again!”
— Gary E. Shipp, Tech Road Associates
January 27, 1993

“I wish to extend to you and your associates my
sincere gratitude for the assistance and guid-
ance that you extended to Kramer Enterprises
during the recent addition to the Colesville
Center. Your availability to address problems
was most helpful in expediting and smoothing
what could have been a very difficult process.
You were able to solve technical problems deal-
ing with structure, air conditioning, plumbing
and masonry work so that the finished product
became available on time. Your imaginative
design of the new buildings is not only aestheti-
cally pleasing but blended well with the existing
buildings. The professional standard that your
firm established is a goal to be envied by others
in your field.”
— Sidney Kramer, Kramer Enterprises
December 24, 1992

“It was a real pleasure working with you and
your firm in the renovation project at 8719
Colesville Road.  I realize the State of Maryland
Division of Parole and Probation is not the
usual client as we are engaged in such special
operations daily.  However you were able to
comprehend our program with an exceptional
deign to meet our needs for years in the future. I
personally appreciate your personal interest in
the project and want to relate what a sincere
pleasure it has been working with you.”
— Charles F. Beck, Field Supervisor II,
Maryland Division 
of Parole and Probation
March 2, 1990

“thank you for your very effective work on
behalf of the Division of Commercial
Revitalization.  The architectural creativity you
employed in two assignments, one in Wheaton
and other in the Flower-Piney Branch area, has
set a higher standard for future commercial
reinvestment…  The results of this are of a qual-
ity that everyone agreed is fresh, innovative and
feasible.  Your ability to accommodate divergent
interests, maintain a strong focus and convic-
tion, balance needs to be flexible with concerns
about project integrity, and exercise patience set
your firm apart from the average.”
— Tomas I. Minerd, Chief, Montgomery County 
Division of Commercial Revitalization
September 18, 1986

“We are all very much aware of the long hours
and personal discipline that were required over
the past several years to fulfill Cornell’s B. Arch
degree requirements.  The quality of your work
as a student showed itself repeatedly in the qual-
ity of your work for the City of Ithaca.”
— Edward J. Conley, Mayor, City of Ithaca
May 11, 1979

TESTIMONIALS
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in downtown Rockville where
Karr continues to fine tune his
unique design and construction
management project delivery
strategies and sustain a deep com-
mitment to community service. 
In 2004, former Montgomery

County Executive Douglas
Duncan appointed Steve to serve a
2 year term on the Wheaton
Redevelopment Advisory
Committee where Karr advocated
rigorously for regulatory changes
to the Wheaton Retail Preservation
Overlay Zone.  Karr also served a
3 year term on the Board of
Directors of Habitat for
Humanity of Montgomery
County from 2004 to 2007, dur-
ing which he received the first
"Harry Semmes Award" for "out-
standing service in appreciation
for ... significant contributions to
Habitat for Humanity of
Montgomery County". 
Also in recognition of his leader-

ship, Karr was the recipient of the
Potomac Valley Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects’
2004 Paul H. Kea, FAIA Medal
for Service to the Profession in
acknowledgment "for all his vol-
unteer activities, Steve has set the
standard for service to the profes-
sion and to his community".
Fast forward to 2014 …Steve

Karr, AIA has built a solid client
base as he celebrates the 30th
anniversary of the firm that bears
his name. His resume of marquee
properties is an impressive one
and it is all because he consistent-
ly raises the bar each and every
time, making each new project
more impressive than the previous
Continued on page 8
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KARR, AIA
Continued from page 4

Elm Street Office Building — Photo: Greenhill Capital Corporation

Georgia Crossing at The Anchor Inn — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA



one. Karr’s long-term relationships
stem from his clients’ trust in his
ability to turn buildings into
places where people like to be. 
Integral to Karr’s success is his

personal hands-on construction
management, where Karr takes the
lead role in carrying out the deliv-
ery of the building project.
“Instead of having a general con-
tractor, we establish detailed scope
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Moran Building Historic Rehabilitation — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA

Lofstrand Service Industrial Building — Photo: IRA Wexler Photography
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Screened Deck and Porch — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA

Levin Greenberg Building — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA
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National Rehabilitation Hospital Addition - Cardiac Gym
Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA

NRH National Center for Children’s Rehabilitation
Photo: Buch Construction
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of work agreements between the
trades and the owner, and manage
those agreements.  Basically we
micro-manage the daily construc-
tion of the project.” This approach
gives Karr greater control over the
delivery of the project.
When asked what he believed

was one of the greatest strengths
of his company, Karr had this to
say: “We are very hands-on and
we focus on client services. I don’t
leave my office until my desk is
clear and what needs to get done
today gets done today-clients real-
ly appreciate that.”
If you ask Karr where he wants

to be in 5 or 10 years, he will tell
you two valuable things. First,
that he likes where he is now and
that he would like to continue to
focus on high quality projects. “I
am very happy with my current
position - I have wonderful
clients, and I get to craft unique
design solutions to their most
challenging development pro-
grams."
Karr’s enthusiasm for his work

and commitment to solid archi-
tecture is unparalleled. He embod-
ies the notion of loving what he
does and doing what he loves.
As Karr embarks on what he call

his “final stretch” he manages to
find time enjoying extensive trav-
els with his wife Susan of 37 years,
living vicariously off the accom-
plishments of their two sons
Jonathan and David, and crafting
his “Metalscapes”, a collection of
his work in “salvaged metals, fit-
tings & other left over construc-
tion materials, accented with rocks
& stuff ”.
Continued on page 17

STEVEN J.
KARR, AIA
Continued from page 8

Terrapin Station – Main Street Retail
Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA
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Roof Bethesda
7940 Norfolk Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland

Client: 4901 LLC
Construction Cost: $900,000
Contractor: Eichberg Construction
Completed: January 2014

Interior Architecture and tenant fit-up design for a 2nd floor full-service 3,800 sf
restaurant & rooftop bar in downtown Bethesda's Woodmont Triangle with 122
seats, a 32 seat private dining room, a main bar with 46 bar stools, standing room
for 71 persons, a 2nd Floor outdoor dining patio with 60 seats and a 3rd Floor
rooftop dining area with 156 seats with a rooftop bar & standing room for 70 persons

Norfolk-Cordell II
4901 Cordell Avenue @ Norfolk Avenue � Bethesda � Maryland

Client: Norfolk-Cordell II, LLC c/o Park Place Properties
Cost withheld at client’s request
Contractor: Eichberg Construction
Completed: January 2014

Architecture and design of comprehensive renovations and additions to an exist-
ing 2-story building for a 9,975 square foot 3-Story "shell & core" commercial
building with outdoor ground level, 2nd floor & rooftop patron areas

Lofstrand Service Industrial Building
610 Lofstrand Lane � Rockville � Maryland

Client: MG Properties
Construction Cost: $1,770,000
Construction Manager: Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc.
Completed: January 2014

Architecture & Construction Management for a 13,500 square foot, 1-story high
bay, “shell & core” service industrial/warehouse building featuring 18' clear
heights with clerestory windows and skylights

Rollins Center on the Pike
1807 Rockville Pike @ Rollins Avenue � Rockville � Maryland

Client:  Draiman Properties 7, LLC c/o The Draiman Companies
Construction Cost: $2,536,156
Construction Manager: Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc.
Completed: October 2013

Architecture & Construction Management for a 9,272 gsf one story, “shell & core”
slab on grade retail building with bank & drive through facilities
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T Street Post Office — 2-Story Addition & Alterations
1407 - 1409 T Street NW � Washington � DC

Client: T Street Post Office LLC c/o New Legacy Partners
Construction Cost: $1,372,725
Contractor: Eichberg Construction
Completed: May 2013

Architecture and design of a 2-story "shell & core" addition & comprehensive ren-
ovations for the adaptive re-use of a former US Post Office building constructed
in 1940 in the Greater U Street Historic District

Lot Area = 4,200 sf
Existing 1-Story Area of Alteration: 2,809 sf
Ground Floor Addition Area: 1,261 sf
Second Floor Addition Area: 2,749 sf
Second Floor Roof Patio Area: 175 sf
Proposed Uses: retail, office, assembly (restaurant)

NRH Second Floor Addition
Client: National Rehabilitation Hospital, Inc.
Contractor: Buch Construction, Inc.
Construction Cost: $1,952,660
Completed: March 2011

Architecture and interior design of a 8,800 square foot, 2nd floor addition to the
2004 Christoph Ruesch Neuroscience Research Center project which was
designed by Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc. for a future floor addition. The challenges of
satisfying the hospital's competing programmatic needs and cost constraints,
compounded by the complexity of building systems, dictated a design outcome
focused on bold simplicity.

The design features a new 2,500 square foot glass enclosed Cardiac Gym, a Patient
Education Center, a Residency Program and Medical Education office suite, a multi-
purpose conference room and staff offices for 60 occupational and physical therapists. 

Christoph Ruesch Neuroscience Research Center Addition
102 Irving Street NW � Washington � DC

Client: National Rehabilitation Hospital, Inc.
Contractor: Jeffrey Brown Contracting, LLC
Construction Cost: $1,800,000
Completed:  November 2004

Architecture and interior design of a 2-story addition for a Neuroscience Research
Center including:
• Technology Demonstration Center
• Motion Analysis Laboratory
• Teleconferencing Center
• Subject Testing Rooms
• Engineering Workshop & Bench Space
• Staff Offices & Workspace 
• Speech Language Pathology Staff Offices

And Ground Floor Facilities for a Team Member Lounge, Maintenance Shop and
expansion of the Hospital's Loading Dock

Area of Addition: 4,860 SF
Area of Renovation: 7,216 SF
Patio Enclosure for Team Member Lounge: 1,242 SF 
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Community Support Services Center — 2-Story Addition
9075 Comprint Court � Gaithersburg � Maryland

Client: Community Support Services, Inc.
Construction Cost: $2,313,266
Construction Manager: Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc.
Completed: January 2009

Architecture, interior design & construction management of a 10,231 square foot,
2-story addition to the Community Support Services Center:

1st Floor Addition: 3,875 GSF with facilities for:
Multipurpose Meeting Room Expansion, Academic Program Office, Classroom
Expansions, General Recreation Room, Soft Play Room, Lots of Storage

2nd Floor Addition: 6,356 GSF with facilities for:
15 Consult Therapy Offices, 18 Modular Workstations, Project Work Room, Large
Conference Room, Staff Galley & Training Kitchen, Toilet & Washdown Facilities

Community Support Services Center
9075 Comprint Court � Gaithersburg � Maryland

Client: Community Support Services, Inc.
Construction Cost: $1,850,000
Contractor: Coakley Williams Construction Company, Inc.
Completed: September 2002

Architecture and interior design of comprehensive renovations and a 3,164 square
feet addition to a former 14,242 square foot warehouse for use as a 17,406 square
foot private educational institution to facilitate collaboration among agencies and
programs and expand the options for support, and activities which promote
growth and independence of people with severe developmental disabilities 

Conley Building
4939 Cordell Avenue � Bethesda � Maryland

Client:  Conley Management, Inc.
Construction Cost: $653,523
Construction Manager: Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc.
Completed: November 2006

Architecture, interior design & construction management for a 2,624 square foot
2-story commercial “in-fill” with ground retail tenant fit-up and Owner’s 2nd Floor
office fit-up

Elm Street Office Building
4733 Elm Street @ Woodmont Avenue � Bethesda � Maryland

Client: Elm Street Associates, LLC c/o Greenhill Capital Corporation
Construction Cost: $1,600,000
Contractor: Buch Construction, Inc.
Completed: April 2001

Design & Construction Management for a 11,218 square foot 4-story “shell &
core” commercial office building with ground floor retail & outdoor patio patron
area
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Eagle Bank Silver Spring Branch — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA
Eagle Bank Park Potomac Branch Drive Thru

Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA

Eagle Bank Park Potomac Branch — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA
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T Street Post Office 2 Story Addition — Photo: Jeff Myers
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Regardless of what Karr does in
the future, it is definite that his
corporate philosophy (“Get it
done, give the people what they
want and sneak a little design in
there when clients aren’t looking”)
and his hands-on approach are
the reasons that his client base is
so impressive and why he can
out-do himself on each new proj-
ect. With Karr you never know
what amazing project he will
work on next, but you can count
on it being even more impressive
than his last one.

STEVEN J.
KARR, AIA
Continued from page 11

Steven J. Karr, AIA, presi-
dent of Steven J. Karr, AIA
Inc. provides professional
architecture, land plan-
ning and construction
management services to
private developers, corpo-
rate end-users, non-profit
institutions and public/pri-
vate partnerships through-
out Suburban Maryland,
Washington DC and
Northern Virginia.  Karr
invites you to visit the
firm at www.sjkaia.com.
Steven J. Karr, AIA Inc. is
located at 210 North
Adams Street, Rockville,
MD 20850. For more infor-
mation, call (301) 610-
5210 or email 
sjkaia@sjkaia.com 



SUMMER 2014 METRO ARCHITECTPAGE 18

Commendation Letters Throughout the Years
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Commendation Letters Throughout the Years
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Commendation Letters Throughout the Years



SUMMER 2014METRO ARCHITECT PAGE 21

Roof Bethesda — Photo: IRA Wexler Photography

National Rehabilitation Hospital Addition
Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA White Flint Station — Photo: Steven J. Karr, AIA
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